"You will almost certainly have your own views on the subject....No matter; the important thing is that
you are ready to give the subject thought, thus distinguishing yourself from the large proportion of
mankind who, even in these enlightened days, would prefer not to acknowledge the prostitute's existence
or concern themselves with the problems her existence creates. For ultimately it is ignorance which
underlies the bigotry and prejudice that still bedevil the subject; in this... record, it is ignorance we hope
to dispel."
"Harlots, Whores and Hookers- A History of Prostitution" by Hilary Evans /Taplinger Press 1979

WEIRD AND WACKY LAWS FROM ANCIENT TIMES
"The following ordinance, a compendium of objects courtesans were forbidden to wear or to own, gives a good idea of
the irresistible temptations. The date is again 1562, year of major reform of the sumptuary law. 'Prostitutes of this city
are forbidden to wear gold, silver, or silk, except for caps made of pure silk. They are not to wear chains, rings set with
precious stones, or any other kind of ring or earring. In addition, they are not to wear any jewels, real or false, and this
applies both inside and outside their houses, even when they are outside the city. Furnishings must conform in every
way to the law. Forbidden are tapestries, fancy materials on the walls, elaborate headboards, decorated chests, gilded
leathers. Instead, prostitutes are to use only Bergamasque or Brecian materials [rough materials manufactured in the
mainland, mainly for export], fifty percent wool, plainly striped or colored as they are nowadays. They are not allowed
to slash these materials [in order to insert, ribbon style, more precious ones]; if they do, they will be fined 10 ducats
the first time and banished the next time.'
In order to enforce these laws, which few took seriously, the authorities bribed informers. . . Nevertheless,
noblewomen bought their exemption from these laws and courtesans usually chose to ignore the restrictions ."
"Lives of the Courtesans" by Lynne Lawner- Rizzoli International Publications 1987
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